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2. the most ancient expression of acedia is given to us in the psalms. but we also find in scripture a
more radical and absolute rejection of acedia. the psalms begin: the earth is the lord; and the fulness
thereof (ps. 96:3). in a world of discontinuity, of a falling away from god, the psalmist says: the earth
is the lord; and the fulness thereof. this landscape of the earth was already seen as a divine work, as

a gift from god. only a short time later, we read: the heavens declare the glory of god; and the
firmament proclaimeth the handiwork of god. day after day they pour forth speech; night after night

they display knowledge. there is no speech, there are no words; their voice is not heard in the
streets. yet the people are in great fear. for a spirit is in the midst of us, and it does not rest until it

has made us its own. it will put to death those who are pleasing to god, the innocent and the
righteous (ps. 33:19-23). we will speak in new tongues, as the spirit gives utterance (1 cor. 14:2). in

a world of power, of false gods, the psalmist saw only the sovereignty of god. 153. there is a need for
a missionary heart. when the time comes to preach, it is necessary that someone should be able to

speak with simplicity, from a humble and unpretentious heart. this is a gift which we can never
acquire, but only achieve. we need to let ourselves be moved by god, by the holy spirit, who will use
us as a mouthpiece, and will sanctify us in the process. in this way we will be able to say what god
wants us to say and to do what god wants us to do. he will prepare us and will give us the strength
to preach and to teach. through him we will be able to teach what the gospel is and the life that it

leads. the gospel and the life of christ are not a burden that we bear and transmit to others; they are
a living gift which brings us joy and blessing. [119]
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86. The churches of Europe and America have been engaged in the great cultural revolution of our
times. The transforming work of the Second Vatican Council brought them back to the roots of the
faith, to the luminous center of the Church. In the service of ecumenism, the Council itself pointed

the way to the unity which Christians seek with other Christians, and urged the fact that all the
baptized are members of the same body, as is shown by the fact that the Church is always marked

by charity. This also implies that, while defending the particularity of the Christian faith, it is
essential to always be open to dialogue with other believers, particularly those of other religions, so

that they may be brought into the life of the Church. The pluralism of all cultures and the
secularization of society, which was a constant threat to the faith, have brought not only ethnic and

linguistic diversity but also the return to so-called culture or civilization. This cultural complexity
challenges the church and imposes a common commitment to dialogue. This is a great service of the
Church, which is ever more necessary. At the same time, the echo of the message of the Gospel can

be heard in many different religions. Its richness and fullness, never exhausted by its faithful,
requires that a church, an inclusive church, take part in the life of other religions and believers. The
Church was called to do this through the example of the holy Apostles, who brought the message of
the saving truth to our faith, while making their own lives a testimony of the goodness of God. That

same Church now wishes to "bear witness to the love of God in its services through richly varied
liturgies and pastoral practices. That witness does not cease, but rather it remains interior to the

Church and calls believers to be witnesses of its faith in their daily living. It is no longer adequate to
say that the world is changing and that we must adapt to it. That which is changing is our witness of

the Gospel, which must be lived in all the complexity of a changing world. 5ec8ef588b
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