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the background.Thanksgiving Travelers Are Spending More Money on Thanksgiving Day Thanksgiving is just around the corner. Those long holiday
meals with friends and family are wonderful, but research shows the impact of traveling during the holiday is not all good. One of the biggest effects
is spending. Nationwide, travel day spends increased by 6.2 percent, which is more than the increase in spending on non-Thanksgiving travel,
according to a survey by the Department of Transportation's Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). “The short and sweet – folks are going out a
little more on Thanksgiving day in terms of both travel and time away from their family,” said Rick Schoonover, Vice President of Travel Research at
R.W. Presser Advertising. “Eating out on Thanksgiving and dining out on non-Thanksgiving days is a positive in the minds of travelers.” The
Thanksgiving vacation spike is in part due to the fact that more than 53 million people will be traveling on the holiday, up from 52.2 million travelers
during last year’s Thanksgiving week. The increase came despite the fact that sales tax collections during the last two weeks of November decreased
6.6 percent compared to last year. In addition, the average price of a hotel room on Thanksgiving is a whopping 38 percent higher than spending on
other travel days. The average nightly rate on Thanksgiving is $191 compared to an average of $128 on other days. The average price for air travel on
Thanksgiving is $198, an increase of approximately 15 percent compared to travel on non-Thanksgiving days. While the findings show a positive
impact on spending, some travel costs are increasing more than others. Expenses on hotels, air travel and food are expected to remain on the upswing
on the holiday. “In terms of spending, air travel is going to increase the most, particularly on the Monday prior to Thanksgiving Day,” said
Schoonover. “It’s really a day when you can get a good deal on flights.” Overall, spending during the holiday is expected to increase 4.3 percent.
Travelers are looking at spending
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